PHYSICS AND SOCIETY
CNRS, would be incorporated. Final approval on the Dutch side for a HFL 4 million first phase (1992-6) and options on two more four-year phases were obtained in October 1992. Vietnam's Ministry of Education and Training then decided to found the International Training Institutes for Materials Science (ITIMS), with a US$ 700 000 grant for four years. The ITIMS International Advisory Board met for the first time in January 1993 and the Institute received its first group of (20) MSc stu dents in September; a second group (of 27) entered in 1994 and a third group (of 29) in 1995. Some 10 ITIMS staff members vis ited Amsterdam and Twente during this period to prepare the MSc programme in close cooperation with Dutch colleagues. Two research sections were foreseen from the start, and in the winter of 1994, four PhD students began thesis research according to a "sandwich" arrangement. Other PhD students started parallel work on related topics as soon as equipment arrived in Vietnam. Of the 14 ITIMS net works, two on solar and wind-energy renewable electricity sources will hope fully develop into links with industry. 
Future Prospects
Germany -It takes on average about six years to be awarded a first degree (Diplom) in Germany and a further four years on average to be awarded a PhD. The data for Germany therefore indicate that of the 10 000 students who entered universitylevel physics courses in 1991, some 5000 will receive Diplome in 1997 of which some 2500 will receive PhDs in 2001. Extrapola tions suggest that the number of firstdegree and PhD physicists seeking posi tions in 2001 will exceed 7000 so there will be about 2. Europhysics News 27 1996 PHYSICS AND SOCIETY 73 for every new PhD. Future employment prospects for PhD physicists in Germany therefore look rather gloomy. Moreover, government agencies report a decreasing number of positions for physicists.
The Netherlands -Extrapolations of the data given in the table indicate that of the 826 students who entered universitylevel physics courses in 1991, some 280 will receive first degrees (Doctoraal) in 1996 and some 70 will receive PhDs in 2000. Based on the 1994 survey of employment of first degree and PhD physicists and recent data indicating a 6% unemploy ment rate at present, some 100 first degree and PhD physicists will be seeking posi tions in 2000, so there will be about 1.4 physicists seeking positions for every new PhD (roughly one-half the ratio for Ger many). So employment prospects for physicists in Holland seem promising.
Further Study
Considering the most recent data, in Germany roughly 1249 (40%) of the 2887 students who graduated with a first degree in 1990 continued their studies to receive a physics PhD in 1993. In The Netherlands, roughly 106 (26%) of the 415 students who graduated with a first degree in 1991 con tinued their studies to receive a physics PhD in 1995. In the UK, the data indicate that 788 (39%) of the 2017 students who graduated with a first degree in physics in 1995 entered postgraduate studies in phys ics. So an important percentage of physics graduates are now continuing into post graduate study. ■ Within this department condensed matter research is carried out with thermal neutron beams and Mössbauer spectrometry. The major neutron research areas are dynamics and struc ture of liquids and alloys, static and dynamic properties of mesoscopic magnetic systems (polarized neutrons), and surface and interfacial studies (reflectometry). The department also supports other Dutch groups in their neutron research projects. At our reactor five neutron instruments are available, an extension is planned, and we make use of international facil ities (ISIS, ILL, HMI, Risø, Saclay). The depart ment now has 9 scientists, including one professor of Radiation Physics, 15 technical staff, 14 PhD-and 10 MSc students. 
T U D elft DELFT UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY
Delft University of Technology (TU Delft) Is both the oldest and largest institute of it' s kind in the Nether lands, with about 14000 students, 2000 scientists, 2400 technical and support staff and an annual budget of about 500 million guilders, 20% of which is earned by contract research. TU Delft is also one of the largest European universities of technology. In 1990, an international review rated TU Delft among the top three Institutes in Europe within a group of more than 20 peers.
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